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REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 6857] 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill CH. R. 6857) to amend section 7a of the act entitled ‘“‘An act 
to regulate the employment of minors within the District of Colum- 
bia,” approved May 29, 1928, having considered the same, report 
favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that the bill 
do pass. 

The purpose of this bill is to amend the act regulating the employ- 
ment of minors within the District of Columbia. Under existing law 
(sec. 7a of the act of May 29, 1928, as added by the act of December 
26, 1941), the Board of Education of the District of Columbia or its 
authorized agent has authority to issue a work permit to any minor 
under 18 years of age to appear on the stage of a licensed legitimate 
or vaudeville theater, in any professional traveling theatrical produc- 
tion or act, or in a musical recital or concert. The minor must be at 
least 14 years of age and have completed eight grades of elementary 
instruction or a course of study deemed equivalent thereto by the 
Board of Education. He must not appear on the stage in more than 
two performances in any 1 day, nor more than 3 hours in any 1 day, 
nor more than 6 days in any week, nor more than 12 hours in any 
week; nor after 11 p. m. Application for permit must be made by 
the parent or guardian of the minor at least 14 days in advance of the 
appearance. The Board of Education or its agent may issue a permit 
if satisfied that the parent or guardian has made adequate provision 
for the educational instruction of the minor, for safeguarding his health, 
and for proper supervision of the minor. The Board is also authorized 
to make rules and regulations for the protection of health, morals, and 
safety of minors coming within the purview of the act. 





2 AMEND ACT TO REGULATE THE EMPLOYMENT OF MINORS 


This bill would amend existing law by striking out the minimum 
age of 14 years and the requirement that the minor shall have com- 
pleted eight grades of elementary instruction or a course of study 
deemed by the Board of Education equivalent thereto. The bill 
also eliminates the limitations with respect to the hours each day and 
the days and hours in any week a minor may appear on a stage. In 
lieu thereof it is provided that no minor shall appear on the stage in 
more than eight performances in any one week. The limit with 
respect to the number of performances in any one day—namely, 
two—is retained. The bill strikes out the requirement that applica- 
tion for permit be filed at least 14 days in advance of the appearance 
on the stage and inserts in lieu thereof a requirement that the applica- 
tion be filed at such time as the Board of Education may require. 

The bill has the approval of the Board of Commissioners, the Board 
of Education, and the District of Columbia Recreation Board, and 
was fav orably reported by a unanimous vote of the Senate Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, are 
shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed in 
black brackets; new matter is printed in italics; existing law in which 
no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


(45 Stat. 1000; 55 Stat. 863) 


Suc. 7a. The Board of Education of the District of Columbia, or a duly author- 
ized agent thereof, is authorized to issue a work permit to any minor under 
eighteen years of age, said permit authorizing and permitting the appearance of 
such minor on the stage of a duly licensed legitimate or vaudeville theater within 
the District of Columbia, in any professional traveling theatrical production, or 
act, or in a musical recital or concert: [Provided, That such minor is at least four- 
teen years of age and has completed eight grades of elementary instruction or a 
course of study deemed by the Board of Education equivalent thereto: And pro- 
vided further, That such minor shall not appear on said stage in more than two 
performances in any One day, nor more than three hours in any one day, nor more 
than six days in any week, nor more than twelve hours in any week, and shall not 
appear on said stage after the hour of 11 postmeridian.] Provided, That such 
minor is at least seven years of age: Provided further, That such minor shall not 
appear on said stage in more than two performances in any one day, nor more than 
eight performances in any one week, and shall not appear on said stage after the hour 
of 11:30 postmeridian. Applieation for such permit should be made by the parent 
or guardian of such minor to the Board of Education of the District of Columbia 
or a duly authorized agent thereof, [at least fourteen days in advance of such 
appearance] at such time as the Board may require. The Board or its agent may 
issue a permit if satisfied that the parent or guardian of such minor has made 
adequate provision for the educational instruction of such minor and for safe- 
guarding his health and for the proper supervision of such minor. 

The Board is authorized to promulgate such rules and regulations as may be 
necessary to protect properly the health, morals, and safety of minors coming 
within the purview of this chapter. 
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